From: Toni M Johnson [mailto:tjohnson@usgs.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2007 2:44 PM

To: jhummer@glc.org 

Cc: mdoss@glc.org 

Subject: Fw: Letter of Acceptance, Network Pilot Studies

Mr. John Hummer 

Project Manager 

Great Lakes Commission 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Dear John: 

We are pleased that groups from twelve coastal areas expressed interest

In participating in Pilot Studies to implement the National Water Quality

Monitoring Network for U.S. Coastal Waters and their Tributaries

(Network). Please see the attached spreadsheet for the list of interested groups.

These proposals indicate a strong interest in the future of integrated

monitoring.

As you know from our previous communication, your proposal was one of

The most highly ranked in terms of providing an opportunity to test and

Refine the Network design.  We appreciate the information you provided to

Further clarify your plans. Based on that feedback and the tasks you identified

In the original letter, we are pleased to welcome you and your partners as

Full Pilot Studies. We hope to have some level of involvement from the

Other teams as well, but our primary focus will be on the three areas that

Have committed to fulfill all of the requirements of the Pilot Studies and

Help to prepare the report we must produce by early 2008. The Pilot Studies

are: 

        1.   Delaware River Basin 

        2.   Lake Michigan 

        3.   San Francisco Bay 

In addition to the inventory and gap analysis that you agreed to in

Your letter of interest, we hope someone from your Pilot team will be able

To participate in the overall coordination effort among the three Pilots.

We expect this to involve only a minimal time commitment but feel it is

important so that we get the same kind of information in comparable

formats from each of the Pilot Studies. In addition, we plan to initiate

several work groups that will further refine the Network design and address

topics such as data management and procedures for inventories. We expect that

representatives from the Federal agencies and individuals who were

involved in the original Network design will participate in this effort. We also

hope that a representative from your Pilot Study will be able to participate

in one or more of these workgroups. A draft list of tasks and a timeline

for accomplishing these and other tasks associated with the Pilot Study

phase of Network implementation is attached to this message. 

We would like to schedule a call with you to answer any questions you

May have about the Pilot Studies and to discuss the proposed list of tasks

And timelines. We have tentatively reserved the following times for that

conference call: 

Delaware:                  Monday, April 2        1:00-1:45 PM (EDT) 

Lake Michigan:        
Monday, April 2        1:45-2:30 PM (EDT) 

San Francisco Bay:         Monday, April 2        2:30-3:15 PM (EDT) 

Please let us know if this is satisfactory.  If so, we will provide a

call-in number.  If not, we will attempt to reschedule for sometime

later in the week of April 2. 

Thank you sincerely for your time and effort and your willingness to

Help demonstrate the value of integrated monitoring.  We look forward to

Working with you and your partners. 

Sincerely, 

Jawed Hameedi, NOAA 

Gail Mallard, USGS 

Charles Spooner, USEPA 

Members of the Network Interagency Working Group 

3 Attachments

Toni M. Johnson, Chief

Water Information Coordination Program 

Exec Sec, Network Interagency Working Group

Exec Sec, Advisory Committee on Water Information

417 National Center, Reston, VA  20192

tjohnson@usgs.gov 

http://water.usgs.gov/wicp/ 

ph:  703-648-6810    fx: 703-648-5644

