Methods and Data Comparability Board

	Spring 2005 Meeting, March 7-10, 2005

	Main Hotel Location:

Hilton St. Petersburg

333 1st Street South

St. Petersburg, FL  33701

Phone: 727-894-5000

FAX: 727-823-4797 
	Meeting Location & Auxiliary Hotel:
Heritage Holiday Inn
234 Third Avenue North

St. Petersburg, FL  33701

Phone: (727) 822-4814

Fax: (727) 823-1644

(A few people also staying at this hotel)

	Meeting Web site (need password to access)

	http://wi.water.usgs.gov/methodsboard/stpete_05/index.html

(user = methods; password = nocarp99)

	Meeting Rooms
	Call-in lines

	Heritage Holiday Inn
	Call-in number: 513-569-7897

Line 1: code 6668#
Line 2: code 8886#

	Salon B
	

	
	

	Salon C
	

	
	


Meeting Structure:

This is a full Board meeting, with all workgroups meeting.

Major Objectives for this Meeting:
· General  –    Determine next steps of involvement with Council’s National Monitoring Network initiative



            --    Set priorities for Board activities


               –    Update Board 2 year strategy and all workgroup 2 year work plans   

· Outreach –  Outline new newsletter; refine, supplement, and update Board Web site 

· NEMI  –      Review and evaluate draft toxicity and biological sampling methods and search criteria; next steps for Field Activities Committee and priorities; Peer review of NEMI-CBR and Advisor; establish CRADA; adding new and updating existing methods
· WQDE –     Finalize WQDE Report and determine next steps with ACWI; review draft physical habitat WQDEs and identify next steps; review and identify new web tools for furthering WQDE implementation. 
· Biology -     Identify priorities and next steps from Board Advisory Panel - EPA WSA meeting 

· PB(M)S/Nutrients-  Finalize DQO-Nitrate paper and next steps for publication; nutrient pilot; EPA-FEM activities; DQO guidance paper

· Accreditation -  Identify specific next steps for interactions with NELAC, INELA, FEM;  determine next steps for field accreditation standards and INELA; initiate state lab accreditation paper
* * All Times are Eastern Standard Time (EST)

	Monday, March 7

	
	Travel to St. Petersburg, FL


	

	5:30-7:30p 
	Evening outreach/ Steering Committee meeting

 -- Discuss Board Priorities, National Monitoring Network,                   Outreach Items – Please Attend
	Hilton Hotel – Private dining room in restaurant

	Tuesday, March 8

	8:00-8:30a
	Full Board –  

Board Co-Chairs: Herb Brass and Eric Vowinkel

- Introductions

- Meeting Expectations/Objectives
	Call-in line #1
Salon A

	8:30-9:00a
	Full Board:  National Monitoring Network – Introduction:  

Chuck Spooner


	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	9:00-12:00p
	EPA WSA-Board Advisory Panel Meeting 

Laura Gabanski (Chair), Herb Brass

· Introductions

· General approaches used

· Discussion of case examples

· Status of WSA comparability studies


	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	10:00-12:00p
	Outreach Committee

Web site: Leads: Ed Johnson, Dan Sullivan, Eric Vowinkel

· Review 2-yr work plan 

· Across the Board newsletter 

-- Winter/Spring 2005 (draft handout)

-- Summer/Fall 2005

· Special Impact Issue related to National Water Quality Monitoring Conference in 5/06 

         -- Do we or don’t we participate?

   -- Proposed outline from Charlie Peters

· National Water Quality Monitoring Conference—posters and propaganda 

· Web Page updates/changes

	Call-in Line #2

Salon B

	12p – 1:00p
	Lunch
	

	1:00 – 5:00p
	WSA-Board Advisory Panel Meeting (cont’d)

· Development of EPA Comparability Guidance document

· Critical Review of State-of-the-Science;

Comparability Program Strategy

· Role of Methods Board Advisory Group

· Schedule/Milestones & Deliverables

· Next steps


	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	1:00-5:00p 
	NEMI –  Co-Chairs: Dan Sullivan and Cary Jackson 
· Planning: roster review and update

· NEMI Vision: How to circulate? Expansion of vision statement to include other federal programs, vendors, and ROW

· Finalize 2-year workplan

· Status of FEM adopting NEMI as the EPA Methods database

· EPA regulatory methods update

· Other method sources input and update

· List of methods – identify “gaps”

· Verified/Validated methods

· Outreach role to obtain vendor methods

· Non-US methods

· CRADA (4:00 pm EST)
· “Green” methods updates and potential flags

· ES&T article

· Outreach – material for Across the Board      
	Call-in line #2

Salon B



	7:00p.m.
	Dinner  - Cuban District?


	

	Wednesday, March 9

	8:30-9:30a
	Full Board 
· WSA-Board Panel report back and Discussion


	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	9:30-11:00a 
	Discuss Network Design Project and Role of Methods Board    

Chuck Spooner, Herb Brass, Eric Vowinkel
	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	11:00-12:00p
	Other Board business: 

· Schedule next meeting

· Overall Board 2 yr strategy

· Priorities 

· 2-yr Work plans

· Expectations for Web site input

· Update Delegate list, workgroup rosters
	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	12:00-1:00p
	Lunch
	

	1:00 –2:00p
	Other Board business (cont’d) if needed
	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	2:00-3:00p
	NEMI –   CBR Updates

· Status of NEMI-CBR and Advisor

· NEMI-CBR Peer Review

· SAM and other methods initiatives   

	Call-in line #1

Salon A

	3:00 –5:00p
	NEMI -    Biology and field methods 

· Field protocols in staging area 

· Develop workplan for field activities committee

· Advanced Searches (multiple analytes, etc.)

· Future NEMI advancements

· Review methods in NEMI, decide on changes to be made and how to display on public site

· Develop strategy for adding more methods

· Updating existing methods
	

	2:00-3:30p
	Accreditation 

Chair: Merle Shockey 

· State lab accreditation paper

· Follow-up on federal lab recommendations?

· Interaction with NELAC and INELA

· Field standards/position paper

· 2-yr workplan
	Call-in line #2

Salon B

	3:30-5:30p
	New Technologies

Co-Chairs: Katherine Alben and Eric Vowinkel

· Review of 2-yr work plan 

· Presentation by Jim Sinclair EPA on Algal Toxins 

· Eli Greenbaum (methods for water security research) 

· National Water Quality Monitoring Conference—track on New Technologies 

· New technologies and NEMI and NEMI-CBR—where do we go? 

· Green analytical methods 

· Proposed papers?
	Call-in line #2

Salon B



	5:30 –7:00p
	Board Steering Committee


	Salon A

	Thursday, March 10

	8:30-9:30a


	Full Board

· Report Backs: NEMI, Accreditation, New Technologies


	Call-in line #1

Salon A


	9:30-12:00a
	WQDE

Chair: LeAnne Astin

· WQDE Guidance Document (Report) review and ACWI approval – schedule, next steps

· Review of draft Habitat WQDE list and next steps

· WQDE implementation tools: web-based templates

· WQDE implementation tools: Link Clearing house

· 2-year workplan development

· Web site

· Other WQDEs to develop


	Call-in line #1

Salon A


	9:30-10:30a
	Outreach

Leads: Ed Johnson, Eric Vowinkel

· EPA Science Forum (5/16-18/05)—Posters and Session submitted

· WQDE announcement

· NEMI-CBR announcements

· NEMI vision extension to other Federal programs, vendors, and ROW


	Call-in line #2

Salon B

	10:30-12:00p
	PBS/ Nutrients Workgroups 

Co-Chairs:  Ed Santoro and Cliff Annis

· Next steps to complete DQO-nitrate paper

· Nutrient PBS pilot?  

· General DQO guidance paper?

· Gulf hypoxia issue – Methods Board input

· 2-year work plan development

· Forum on Environmental Measurement 

· National Monitoring Network

· Position on Gulf Hypoxia Issue

· Workgroup Members
	Call-in line #2

Salon B


	12:00-1:30p
	Board Business Meeting

· PBS, Nutrients, WQDE Report Backs

· Next steps for Workgroup work plans

· Future priorities, meeting format

· Roundtable
	Call-in line #1

Salon A


.
1

